CHAPTER    XLIX
PEACE-MAKING AT PARIS
1919
ALL the victorious clans were gathered in Paris in January, 1919.
They came from near and far, from China and Japan, from
Central American Republics which had " adhered " to the Allies,
as well as from Europe and the Nearer East. With them marched
an army of secretaries, typists, experts and propagandists, and a long
trail of causes and crochets claiming to be heard. Watch over this
scene was kept by a great company of newspaper correspondents who
constantly reminded the chief actors that they had behind them millions
of ardent supporters watching jealously lest the fruits of victory should
be sacrificed in the making of peace. The mass of material accumu-
lated and the innumerable questions clamouring for answer might
well have tested the human brain at its wisest and coolest, but in the
weeks that followed the best brains and the ablest statesmen often
seemed mere windlestraws in the storm of passion and egotism that
raged about them. Nothing could less have resembled the grave and
secret conclaves which had assembled in Vienna, Paris and London on
similar occasions in past times.
To organize a working authority out of the mob of delegates was
in itself a task of no slight difficulty. The big Powers began by weed-
ing out the smaller and constituted a Council of Ten consisting of
the President of the United States and his Secretary of State, and the
Prime Ministers of Britain, France, Italy and Japan with their Foreign
Secretaries ; all with secretaries and experts in attendance. This sat
for two months, at the end of which the President ajid Prime Ministers
decided that the extremely difficult and delicate questions which con-
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